In vivo generation of lymphokine-activated killer cells by sensitization with interleukin 2-producing syngeneic T-lymphoma cells.
Culture of C57BL/6 mouse spleen cells with syngeneic EL4 lymphoma cells resulted in no induction of killer cells reactive against EL4 cells. However, in vitro sensitization of C57BL/6 mouse spleen cells with interleukin 2 (IL-2)-producing EL4 lymphoma cells caused the generation of lymphokine-activated killer (LAK) cells, which lyse a variety of tumor cells. Consistent with an in vitro system, we demonstrate that Thy 1.2+, Ly2+, asialo GM1+ LAK cells were successfully induced by in vivo immunization with syngeneic IL-2-producing EL4 lymphoma cells.